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The Catawba County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, November 18, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., in the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, Catawba County Justice Center, 100 Government Drive, Newton, North Carolina.
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty, and Commissioners Sherry E. Butler and Dan A. Hunsucker.  Commissioner Katherine W. Barnes was absent.
Also present were County Manager Mick Berry, Assistant County Managers Dewey Harris, Mary Furtado, and Bob Miracle, County Attorney Debra Bechtel, Assistant County Attorney Jodi Stewart, and County Clerk Barbara Morris. 
1. Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
2.
Cub Scouts from Pack 327 with Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Scouts from BSA Girls Troop 1325 with Beth Eden Lutheran Church in Newton led the Scout Oath and Law.

3.
Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty offered the invocation.

4.
Commissioner Sherry E. Butler made a motion to approve the minutes of the Board’s Regular Meeting and Closed Session of November 4, 2019. The motion carried unanimously.

5.
Recognition of Special Guests: Chair Isenhower welcomed everyone present and thanked the scouts and their leaders for being at the meeting.
6.
Public Comments.  None.

7.
Presentations.
a. After the Board declared these items surplus upon a motion by Vice-Chair Beatty which unanimously carried, Sheriff Don Brown presented retired Sheriff’s Deputy Lance Hopper with his badge and service weapon, and thanked him for his twenty years of service with the Catawba County Sheriff’s Office. 

b.  The Board issued a proclamation declaring the week of November 24-30, 2019, as Farm-City Week to foster cooperation and an exchange of information between two essential segments of our society: farmers and city dwellers. The proclamation urged citizens to participate in activities and events that have been designed to introduce people from both “worlds” to the lives and work of each other.  Attendees were reminded of the Farm-City Banquet on Tuesday, November 26, 2019, at the Catawba County Club.
c.  The Board received an update from Partners Behavioral Health Management Community Engagement Director Tara Conrad.

d.  The Board received a NCDOT Transportation update from the Western Piedmont Council of Governments Transportation Planning Manager Brian Horton.

8.
Appointments: None. 
9.
Consent Agenda:  County Manager Mick Berry presented the following three items on the Consent Agenda:

Chair Isenhower asked if any commissioner wanted an item to be removed from the consent agenda for individual consideration; none was requested. 


a. A request  for the Board to approve the hiring of a relative by the Sheriff.  Per North Carolina General Statute, the Board of Commissioners must approve the appointment of an employee who is a relative of the Sheriff.  The Sheriff requested approval of the appointment of his spouse, Jennifer Brown, as an Administrative Assistant II. This position needs strong computer skills to include word documents, spreadsheets, and vendor applications, as well as knowledge of People Soft and the budgetary process.  Jennifer was previously employed by the Catawba County Sheriff’s Office as an Administrative Assistant II.  Jennifer was able to obtain top performer pay at least three times while she was previously employed at the Sheriff’s Office and always obtained exceeding expectations on her past evaluations.   Chief Deputy Brian Kelly and Captain Nathan Fisher were both Jennifer’s prior supervisors.  They both requested that Jennifer be hired for this position.   Chief Deputy Kelly stated that Jennifer’s work ethic and initiative is second to none and the Sheriff’s Office will benefit when she is rehired.

b.  A request for the Board to appropriate $225,000 in General Fund fund balance for engineering services for stream bank repair and stabilization behind CVCC’s main campus. As discussed during Fiscal Year 2019/20 budget hearings and again in September when the Board of Commissioners appropriated $50,000 in advance planning funds for stream bank repair and stabilization, there is extensive erosion and damage to the natural embankments of the creek that runs behind CVCC’s main campus. Failure to stabilize and repair these slopes and embankments will result in further damage to the natural landscape and put facilities (storm system manholes, sanitary sewer mains feeding into the municipal system, parking lots, and the wet pond completed in association with the Workforce Solutions Center) at risk for damage due to ground destabilization.  
Several trees along the stream fell recently, one on the detention pond fence for the Workforce Solutions Center. The engineer working on the project believes CVCC needs to move forward as soon as possible with the project. Due to the cost and scope of the project, CVCC has to obtain approval from the State Construction Office and needs engineering plans in hand and assurance that funding will be available for the project once approved to do so. Engineering plans will also provide a more accurate projection of total project costs. Initial cost estimate to repair and stabilize the creek is $1.5 million.

Staff and CVCC continue to work to identify and apply for grants to help mitigate costs to the County. There is an active grant application being considered for North Carolina Attorney General’s 2019 Environmental Enhancement Grant program in the amount of $150,000, with award announcement expected in December. Staff continues to explore the possibility of submitting a second request to the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Water Resources for up to $200,000, but grant awards for this program won’t take place until June 2020. 

The following appropriations apply:

Supplemental Appropriation:

Revenue:

110-190050-690100


Fund Balance Applied



$225,000

420-750050-695110


Transfer from General Fund


$225,000

Expense:

110-190900-995420


Transfer to Schools Capital


$225,000

420-750100-862200-34100-3-59
CVCC Stream Bank Repair & Stabilization
$225,000
c.  A request for the Board to adopt a proposed resolution approving its 2020 Meeting Schedule. The Board confirmed it would be keep the meeting time at 7:00 p.m.  The following resolution applies:
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2-47 of the Catawba County Code, the regular meetings of the Catawba County Board of Commissioners shall be held as provided in a resolution adopted by the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting held not less than ten days prior to the first meeting to which the resolution is to apply.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Catawba County Board of Commissioners adopts the following Meeting Schedule for 2020:

ALL REGULARLY SCHEDULED BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETINGS WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE CATAWBA COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER, BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM, 2ND FLOOR, 100 GOVERNMENT DRIVE, NEWTON.

January 21 – Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.

February 3 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

February 17 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

March 16 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

April 6 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

April 20 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

May 4 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

May 18 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

June 1 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

June 15 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

July 13 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

August 3 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

August 17 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

September 8 – Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.

September 21 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

October 5 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

October 19 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

November 2 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

November 16 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

December 7 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

December 21 – Monday, 7:00 p.m.

This the 18th day of November, 2019.


Chair Isenhower stated the consent agenda came in the form of a motion, which carried unanimlously.

10.  Departmental Reports.



Tax.

a. Tax Administrator Brad Fowler requested the Board approve thirty-one (31) releases totaling $3,314.22, one (1) refund request totaling $69.27, and ninety (90) Motor Vehicle Bill adjustments / refunds totaling $6,854.18 requested during the month of October. North Carolina General Statute 105-381(b) states upon receipt of a taxpayer's written request for release or refund, the taxing unit’s governing body has 90 days to determine whether the taxpayer’s request is valid and to either approve the release or refund of the incorrect portion or to notify the taxpayer in writing that no release or refund will be made.  

From this point forward, the Tax Office will present monthly reports to the Board of Commissioners for approval on the consent agenda, in a manner consistent with other jurisdictions and state law.  This report will be comprised of three primary summary numbers: Release amounts from bills not yet paid but requiring adjustment; Refund requests submitted during the month; and Motor vehicle bill adjustments / refunds processed through the North Carolina Tag and Tax Program.   

During the month of October, Tax Office staff checked records and verified the legitimacy of thirty-one (31) release requests totaling $3,314.22, one (1) refund request totaling $69.27, and ninety (90) Motor Vehicle Bill adjustments / refunds totaling $6,854.18.  Common reasons for release of tax bill amounts include changes in exemption status, acreage adjustments, businesses closing / being sold, and material changes in property structures.  The refund request was driven by a change in calculated acreage.  The motor vehicle bill adjustments were largely due to pro-ration of tax bill amounts to account for mid-year transfers of ownership.  

Consistent with current practice, the Tax Collector will continue to present any material refunds or releases of significant dollar amounts individually, rather than bundled together with other minor transactions on consent agenda.  The following applies:
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	PROCESSED:
	November 18, 2019
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	REGULAR RELEASES
	
	
	NEW MOTOR VEHICLE SYSTEM REFUNDS (VTS)

	MOTOR VEHICLE 
	
	$0.00
	
	
	MOTOR VEHICLE NCVTS 
	
	$6,854.18

	REAL & PERSONAL
	
	$3,314.22
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	COUNTY GRAND TOTAL
	
	$3,383.49
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


b. Tax Administrator Brad Fowler requested the Board authorize him, on an individual basis, to allow extensions for listing personal property. The extensions will not be granted beyond April 15, 2020. Individuals and Businesses can have difficulty in completing their annual personal property listing abstracts by January 31 of each year.  This is due primarily to the fact that they are unable to calculate an inventory that is taken on December 31 and submit this figure to the Tax Administrator timely.

General Statute 105-307 (C) allows the Board of County Commissioners to grant individual extensions of time for the listing of personal property upon written request and for good cause shown.  The request must be filed with the Tax Administrator no later than the ending date of the regular listing period.  This means a letter must be written and postmarked no later than January 31, 2020 and this letter must provide the reason the extension is being requested.  Extensions granted on an individual basis cannot extend beyond April 15, 2020.  Failure to meet the deadline results in a 10% late list penalty applied to the total tax bill. There were 1,537 requests for extensions filed and approved during 2019 listing period.

11.
Other Items of Business: None.
12.  Manager’s Report: 
County Manager Berry reported budget transfers he completed pursuant to Board authority granted to him.  These are transfers to recognize a donation of revenue received for a new K-9 and lake patrol equipment.  The following applies:

Special Contingency Transfers:

K-9 Donation

Transfer

From:

110-190100-691500

Special Contingency




$8,500

110-190100-994200

Special Contingency




$8,500

To:

110-210050-681900

Donations/Grants




$8,500

110-210050-985000

Other Equipment




$8,500

11/11/19 – Transfer from Special Contingency to recognize donation revenue received for a new K-9 and appropriate expense to Sheriff’s Office budget. 

Lake Patrol Equipment Donation

Transfer

From:

110-190100-691500

Special Contingency




$1,000

110-190100-994200

Special Contingency




$1,000

To:

110-210050-681900

Donations/Grants




$1,000

110-210400-849090

Miscellaneous





$1,000

11/11/19 – Transfer from Special Contingency to recognize donation revenue received for Lake Patrol equipment and appropriate expense to Sheriff’s Office budget. 

13.
Attorneys’ Report: None.
14.
Adjournment. Upon a motion by Chair Isenhower, which unanimously carried, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.







_______________________________






Randy Isenhower, Chair
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____________________________________







Barbara E. Morris






County Clerk
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