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The Catawba County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, May 18, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., in the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, Catawba County Justice Center, 100 Government Drive, Newton, North Carolina.
Present were Chair Randy Isenhower, Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty, and Commissioners Katherine W. Barnes, Sherry E. Butler, and Dan A. Hunsucker.   
Also present were Assistant County Managers Dewey Harris, Mary Furtado, and Bob Miracle, Assistant County Attorney Jodi Stewart, and County Clerk Barbara Morris.  County Manager Mick Berry was absent. County Attorney Debra Bechtel participated remotely by phone.
1. Chair Randy Isenhower called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., noting a quorum was present. 
2. Commissioner Dan A. Hunsucker led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
3.
Vice-Chair Barbara G. Beatty offered the invocation.

4.
Commissioner Sherry E. Butler made a motion to approve the minutes of the Board’s Special Meeting and Regular Meeting of May 4, 2020.  The motion carried unanimously.
5.
Recognition of Special Guests: Chair Isenhower welcomed everyone present.
6.
Public Comments.  None.  It was confirmed there were no public comments from participants in the overflow room.
7.
Appointments: None.
8.
Consent Agenda:


Assistant County Manager Dewey Harris presented the following four items on the Consent Agenda.  Chair Isenhower asked if any commissioner wished for any item to be broken out of the consent agenda for individual consideration.  None was requested.

a.  A request for the Board to approve the submittal of a Parks and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) grant application in the amount of $438,600, pledging $635,000 in existing project funds as the local match, approve a resolution of support for the grant application and adoption the Mountain Creek Park Master Plan, and authorize the signature of necessary documents associated with this application.

Mountain Creek Park is a large acreage passive recreation park facility that focuses on natural heritage preservation and environmental education. The original Mountain Creek Park acreage of 589 acres was originally purchased in 2010 from Duke Energy/Crescent Resources for purchase price of $2.1M.  In 2019, an additional 18 acres along Little Mountain Road was purchased to add to the park acreage. The property has 12,100 linear feet of water frontage along Lake Norman. Mountain Creek bisects the property into the northern development tract and the southern development tract.

Conservation easements by both the Catawba Lands Conservancy (CLC) and the Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) were placed on the original 589 acreage. The CWMTF conservation easement encumbers all the lands 300’ inward from all perennial streams and lake frontage totaling 265 acres. The rest of the upland area above the CWMTF easement is included in the CLC conservation easement consisting of 324 acres. These two conservation easements restrict development around the site to specific activities and emphasize conservation values throughout the proposed development. The additional 18 acres purchased by the County in 2019 along Little Mountain Road will be used to provide the park entrance and certain park facilities/activities not allowed in the conservation easement areas of the original 589 acres.

The Carolina Thread Trail (CTT) is planned to run through this site, ultimately linking Mountain Creek Park with the extended CTT regional trail network designed to reach 15 counties and 2.3 million people in North and South Carolina. The adopted CTT route also links the Mountain Creek Park to major mixed‐use developments in the Sherrills Ford/Terrell areas. The Catawba County Comprehensive Parks Master Plan of 2007, updated in 2015, identifies expansion and development of the park as a high priority.

Among the recommendations from the Comprehensive Parks Master Plan and most desired amenities identified in that plan for Mountain Creek Park are canoe, kayak, fishing facilities, natural playground equipment and Mountain Bike Trail System. While pickle-ball courts and adventure playgrounds were not specifically identified at that time, those activities have become much desired amenities from the very young to senior citizens. Mountain biking was also identified in the plan as a highly desired facility and the pump tracks and skills course are associated mountain bike amenities especially suited for beginners and young riders learning to ride on trails. A proposed ADA trail will connect the park’s entrance area facilities to the lakefront facilities via an 8’ wide paved trail meeting ADA trail guidelines. One additional segment of mountain bike trail is also included in this grant application.

The County has allocated $8.1M to provide the funding for the design and construction of the first phase of the park’s development, authorized by the Board of Commissioners on March 19, 2018. The amenities and park elements proposed to be constructed from the award of this PARTF grant will fulfill the public’s desires for additional facilities. The local match will come from the $8.1M in existing funds already dedicated to the project.The amenities included in this grant application are ‘shovel’ ready in that the County has already contracted for the design of the facilities. All proposed improvements in this grant application for Phase 2 development at the park, as well as all of the Phase 1 improvements, have been fully vetted and approved by both the CLC and CWMTF.  
The following resolution applies:

RESOLUTION NO 2020-

SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION FOR A PARKS AND RECREATION TRUST FUND GRANT(PARTF) TO ASSIST IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF MOUNTAIN CREEK PARK

WHEREAS, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners adopted an update to the Catawba County Comprehensive Parks Master Plan on May 18, 2015.

WHEREAS, the Catawba County Comprehensive Parks Master Plan includes a Recreation Needs Assessment and associated Goals and Objectives; 

WHEREAS, The Catawba County Comprehensive Parks Master Plan specifically lists Mountain Creek Park to be developed as a high priority passive recreation park to serve the needs of citizens in the southeastern portion of the county;

WHEREAS, Catawba County and the State of North Carolina have a tradition of collaboration relating to the development of passive parks dating back to the early 2000’s; 

WHEREAS, a healthy community and quality of life are of paramount importance to our citizens and elected officials; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we, the Catawba County Board of Commissioners, being the official governing body of Catawba County, in North Carolina, do:

· Adopt the Mountain Creek Park Master Plan dated April 15, 2020,

· Authorize the signing of necessary documents and submittal of an application for a North Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Grant to assist in the development of Mountain Creek Park and,

· Provide a local match for a 2020 North Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Grant.

Adopted this 18th day of May 2020

b.  A request for the Board to approve the submission of a Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) COSSAP grant on behalf of the County as the primary applicant for up to $900,000 over three years (with no local monetary match required) to support the BOC’s strategic plan objectives in the area of Healthy, Safe Community.  

According to the NCDHHS “Opioid Action Plan Dashboard,” from 1999-2018, more than 14,500 North Carolinians lost their lives to unintentional Opioid overdose; and SAMHSA reports “the percentage of adults aged 26 or older in 2018 who were past year methamphetamine users was higher than the percentages in 2016 and 2017.”  This shows we are facing co-occurring problems which are a large contributor to the strain on the Criminal Justice System, not just in our community but nationwide. 

In recognition of this, Catawba County recently engaged the services of the Cansler Collaborative Resources (CCR) to initiate a jail diversion project comprised of a wide range of community and institutional stakeholders. This assessment looked at various aspects of the Sequential Intercept Model and how Catawba County can better “fill gaps in the existing resources to ensure a robust service... and invest in a criminal justice system that diverts and provides alternatives.”

Catawba Valley Behavioral Healthcare, currently working within the Catawba County Sheriff’s Office to provide services in the Newton Detention Center, supported the CCR team throughout the evaluation process. Combining the CCR recommendations with our observed needs, we have identified a program that can be implemented with the support of the COSSAP grant to address several gaps and weak points in County’s current service array identified through the jail diversion project. The BJA announced the COSSAP solicitation and outlined the requirement that Specialized district governments, State governments, County governments or City/Township governments have to be the primary applicant. CVBH recognizes how this Grant aligned with the goals of Catawba County and the CCR’s recommendations and, in collaboration with Partners Behavioral Health Management and the County Manager’s Office, developed this proposal.

If awarded, the proposed grant would provide up to $300,000 a year for a total of three years ($900,000).  The award amount is based on population size of the community being served and there are no in-kind match expectations. The funds would support three primary areas: LEAD (Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion), Jail services and a new Re-entry housing program. 

CVBH already has relationships with several community partners to support the existing LEAD program and Jail services programs, including Partners Behavioral Health Management, Hickory Police Department, Maiden PD, Conover PD, Claremont PD, Newton PD, Catawba County Sheriff’s office, District Attorney’s office, The Cognitive Connection, Olive Branch Ministry, North Carolina Harm Reduction Coalition, and current Recovery and Veterans’ Court programs. The new funding would enable expansion of these existing services with a strengthened focus on the participants’ success.

An area identified as a great need in the county is the limited availability of supportive housing for people in early recovery. This program would use a best practice-driven person-focused method to introduce employment and other positive steps towards recovery, as appropriate, in a supportive housing environment.  While the limited availability of housing is a large part of the struggle, the other challenge is being able to provide the support services the individuals need while they are in supportive housing. This grant would provide an opportunity to create programming around a safe, sober living opportunity to those being released from jail and those identified in the LEAD program.

c.  A request for the Board to approve Juvenile Crime Prevention Council Fiscal Year 2020/21 Annual Plan.  The Catawba JCPC is a locally appointed board, with members drawn from a list of statutorily recommended community representatives involved with youth.  It exists to identify risks of youth in the community, review court data, and identify needed programs to provide juvenile delinquency intervention and prevention services. Funding is provided by the State through the North Carolina Department of Public Safety (DPS) to each county, and then to programs based on the annual JCPC process.

Annually, the JCPC is charged with developing a County Plan for review and approval by the Board of Commissioners. Steps in the annual process are as follows: development of a risk and needs assessment summary with funding priorities for the coming year; advertisement of “request for proposals” (RFP) for programs to submit proposals to provide services that fall within the funding priorities. (advertised January 13, 2020); review of proposals and development of funding recommendations for services that address the risks and needs. (approved by JCPC March 17, 2020); and submission of the County Plan to the Board of Commissioners for approval.

Submission of the County Plan to the Board of Commissioners for approval was the final step in the process. 
The Catawba JCPC Annual Plan does not require any Catawba County funding. The State has advised local JCPC to plan for an increase in funding due to the Implementation of the Raise the Age Initiative.  For FY20/21 the JCPC will receive $431,225, with final funding subject to the State budget.  The recommended services to be funded for the upcoming year are as follows: Conflict Resolution Center: $97,396 for mediation and a new, restorative justice component entitled “Sentencing Circles.”; Cognitive Connection:  $70,725 for substance abuse counseling, and assessments; Family Centered Treatment:  $37,500 for home-based family counseling; Family Guidance Center – Parent Education:  $30,169 for family skill building; Project Challenge:  $50,000 for restitution/community service; Repay – sex offender assessment and treatment: $37,553; Repay – $25,912 for a new component “Just Girls,” - a counseling service for female offenders;  Aspire / Kids At Work: $67,970 for vocational training; and JCPC Administration:  $14,000.

d.  A request from the Tax Administrator for approval of two (2) releases totaling $616.18, and fifty-seven (57) Motor Vehicles Bill adjustments / refunds totaling $4,491.19 requested during the month of April.

North Carolina General Statute 105-381(b) states upon receipt of a taxpayer's written request for release or refund, the taxing unit’s governing body has 90 days to determine whether the taxpayer’s request is valid and to either approve the release or refund of the incorrect portion or to notify the taxpayer in writing that no release or refund will be made.  

During the month of April, Tax Office staff has checked records and verified the legitimacy of these requests.  Common reasons for release of tax bill amounts include changes in exemption status, change in situs, businesses closing / being sold, and material changes in property structures. The motor vehicle bill adjustments are largely due to pro-ration of tax bill amounts to account for mid-year transfers of ownership.  

Consistent with current practice, the Tax Collector will continue to present any material refunds or releases of significant dollar amounts individually, rather than bundled together with other minor transactions on consent agenda.

The consent agenda was presented in the form of a motion by Chair Isenhower, which carried unanimously.
9.
Manager’s Report. None.
10.
Other Items of Business.  None.
11.
Attorneys’ Report: None.

Chair Isenhower then asked all commissioners to meet him at the podium for a presentation of a proclamation honoring retiring Assistant County Manager Dewey Harris.  The proclamation recognized Mr. Harris’ contributions and dedication to Catawba County and the Board wished him health and happiness in his retirement.

12.
Adjournment. Upon a motion by Commissioner Hunsucker, which unanimously carried, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:12 p.m.
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