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SIGNATURE ROUTES

Troutman Loop (11.5 miles, hilly in
places)

Begin at Downtown Troutman’s landmark Old Depot
at US 21/NC 115 (Main St.) and Wagner Rd. Careful
crossing US 21 to start your ride south on Wagner.
After 1.5 miles, veer right
onto State Park Rd. The
scenery becomes more rural
and wooded approaching
Lake Norman State

Park. Past the first bridge,
see a parking area at Park
Lake. Boats can be rented
here during summer. The
building provides restrooms
and drinking fountain (mid-
March to November). A
Porta-John is located at

the north entrance of the
parking lot by the Itusi
Mountain Bike Trail
entrance. A mile further
on State Park Rd., turn
right after the Park’s west gate. St. John’s Rd. ends

at E. Monbo Rd. Turn right, and in a Ya-mile, veer
right to stay on E. Monbo and the Loop. E. Monbo
stretches another 4 miles through hilly, rural horse
country before reaching Old Mountain Rd. (To visit
Daveste’ Vineyards, divert right onto Talley St., past
Hicks Creek Rd., and another right onto Lytton Farm.)
Continue to Troutman, turning right on Old Mountain
Rd. to reach US 21/NC 115. At the light, turn right.
After a ¥4 mile, turn left at Old Murdock, then right
onto Eastway. Notice the “Richardson Greenway” path
across from Town Hall. In 3-mile return to the Depot.
If you're hungry, enjoy one of the several restaurants
you just passed along Main St.

Catawba Run (20 miles round trip,
includes some steep slopes)

See the Catawba River and the rural beauty of Iredell
and Catawba Counties. Begin in Lake Norman State
Park at the Park Lake parking lot. Head west along
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State Park Rd., pass the gate, and turn right onto St.
John’s Rd. Turn right onto E. Monbo Rd. In a Va-mile,
veer left with caution onto Pineville Rd. Bear left at
Buffalo Shoals Rd. Be prepared for a steep ride here.
In 4 miles, cross the Buffalo Shoals Bridge. Stop in at
Bill’s Marina if you're hungry. At this point, you could
take a detour along Hudson Chapel Road to visit the
Town of Catawba and on to Bunker Hill Covered
Bridge. To follow the main route, head south now on
Kale Rd. to ride along the Catawba River before heading
into the woods. 1.3 miles from Buffalo Shoals Bridge

is Long Island Rd. Long Island Access Area is just
0.3 miles to the left. (Another detour will take you
along Long Island Road and Sherrills Ford Road to reach
Murray’s Mill.) Turn right to follow the Run. The view
opens up to farm fields before Monbo Rd. Turn left to
follow Monbo, then veer right onto Molly’s Backbone

Rd. You’ll see a pond and cross a small bridge. In a
2-mile of a more woody character, you’'ll reach Sherrills

Ford Optimist Club and maybe catch a baseball
game. Staying right, follow Molly’s Backbone Rd, cross
the RR tracks, then turn left on Sherrills Ford Rd. The
Sherrills Ford Branch Library lies just past Beatty
Road. Continue south, turning right at Slanting Bridge
Rd. You’ll soon reach NC 150 and the southern end of
the Run. You can also visit the historic Terrell Country
Store, nearby at Sherrills Ford Rd. and NC 150.

Peninsula Pedal (19 miles round trip, flat
terrain)

Lake Norman’s largest peninsula extends nearly 8 miles
into the Lake. Views of the water and beautiful lake
properties attract many bicyclists to the peninsula’s
quiet winding roads. Begin the Pedal in Downtown
Mooresville. Head southwest on S. Academy from W.
Moore Ave., turn right onto Lowrance Ave., continue west
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on Wilson, cross US 21 and stay on Brawley School Rd.
About a mile past I-77 is Williamson Rd. with Lowe's
YMCA just 2 blocks north. Six miles past I-77, the
Peninsula Pedal officially ends at a 250" wide traffic circle.
Brawley School Rd. continues for another 3 miles. You
are nearly surrounded by water and almost any side road
along the peninsula will give you a view of it.

Main Street Ride (27 miles round trip)

There are vibrant communities along the shores of
Lake Norman. The Main Street Ride connects three
downtowns and other nearby commerC|aI centers.
Starting in Mooresville ]
at S. Academy St. and
W. Wilson Ave., the

Ride begins with a circle
of Downtown. Head
northeast on Academy,
turn right onto E. Moore,
another right on S.
Church, and right again
on W. Wilson back to
Academy. Now turn left
on S. Academy. Just
past the ball field turn
left onto W. Gray, right
on W. Broad, then left
on Norman to cross the
tracks and join S. Main
(NC 115). Continue south on NC 115 for 5 miles into
Davidson. Turn right onto Beatty just south of the
Mecklenburg County line. Cross Griffith and continue
onto Sloan at Davidson Lake Park. Here the Ride runs
just west of Downtown, following Gamble. Turn left on
Jetton, and then left on Potts until it ends on Main in
Cornelius. The intersection is steep, winding and often
busy with traffic, so turn right onto the widened sidewalk,
and then right again onto Cornelius St. Head left at
Church, and right on Washam. Here the Lake comes

into view and the opportunity to go off-road for a 2-mile
shoreline ride. Continuing south on Washam, turn right
on Brinkley and left on Beard. At Catawba Ave., turn
right (to the left is Downtown Cornelius). Head left on
Statesville Rd. (US 21). Cross I-77 on Westmoreland
and look immediately for the entrance to the McDowell
Creek Greenway. Follow the greenway south to Birkdale
Village in Huntersville.
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Welcome to Lake Norman, the largest inland
body of water in North Carolina.

Following its hundreds of miles of shoreline,
the Lake Norman Bicycle Route traverses
three counties and visits five cities and town:s.
Enjoy the varied character of the Lake
region on over 60 miles of designated bicycle
route interlaced with a growing network of
greenways. The route reveals miles of
shoreline views and passes through acres of
parkland and a rural canvas of field |
forest. Experience quaint tot

lined streets and bustliﬁg

spend a quiet day fishit

stay the mght in onepf

ccmpgrounds ora B&B Tc:he an afternoon—==
to explore the wonders of hydroelectric L
~ power, or to sample the local vintage.

! i i
Follow one of the four :mique signature
routes or venture out on your own. Either
way, the Lake Norman Bicycle Route
presents North Carolina’s scenic side and the
relaxed sophistication of the Southern
Piedmont.

Read on in this brochure for details about
some of the interesting places around Lake
Norman. Descriptions of the Signature
Routes are also provided to help plan a day’s
adventure.
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Division of
Bicycle &
Pedestrian
Transportation

CCOe

Centralina Council of Governments

oy

!Z':f;’;\ Lt

T

North Carolina Department of Transportation
Division of'Bicycle and Pedestrian Tiransportation
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